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Grazing on
Catherington Down

Grazing on Catherington Down, Site of Special Scientic Interest (SSSI) has commenced for 2010.

Catherington Down is a rare fragment of a once much more widespread habitat called Chalk Grassland. Chalk grassland is characterised by having an underlying geology dominated by chalk and supports a diverse array of wildflowers, which in turn support many important butterflies and insects. Unfortunately it is estimated that 98% of Hampshire’s chalk grassland has now been lost. This has happened for various reasons; most frequently intensification of agriculture.

Grazing is an integral part of managing chalk grassland as it prevents woody vegetation from taking over the site and maintains a sward of grasses and flowers.  If grazing ceased on the Down, within a few short years it would be over-run by scrubby, almost woodland vegetation.

Grazing begins after the flowers have set seed and continues through to mid winter. Ideally sheep would be used as they graze the grass very low, limiting competition from the grass on the wildflowers. However on a site like Catherington Down this is not practical due to the number of dogs we have visiting.

THE CATTLE ARE NOT DANGEROUS

We do ask for you to please keep dogs under close control when visiting the site and give the cattle plenty of room.

[image: image2.wmf]Cattle are inquisitive creatures. Don't panic or run! Most cattle will stop before they reach you. If they follow just walk on quietly.
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